
Anba Abraam 

 

- Anba Abraam was a Coptic Orthodox bishop who lived from 1829-1914  

- He is very, very famous for his love and generosity to all people, in particular the 

poor 

- Countless miracles occurred throughout his life, and he lead a great spiritual life  

He absolutely gave everything he had to those who asked him for something. Whatever 

they asked he gave, he held nothing back. He had no limits to his giving, no matter what the 

circumstances. Often he would have a complete shortage of money, and he would give it all 

away all the time. People criticised him for his extreme generosity, and this lead to him 

being kicked out of the monastery when he was a young monk, but through God’s grace he 

returned and became a loving bishop.  

He would open the monastery to anybody that needed something. This included food, 

money and other possessions. He was unique for his time, because no-one came close to his 

extreme persistence to give everything he had.  

After he was ordained bishop, people insisted he become ordained the future pope. But he 

maintained that the highest rank described in the bible is the level of bishop, so he refused.  

There are countless stories of miracles in his life. His prophetic ability was documented 

worldwide. I will mention my favourite story after reading this book.  

Three young men who plotted to take advantage of the bishop’s love for the poor. Two of 

them approached the bishop saying that the third had died, and that they had nothing to 

bury him.  

The bishop nodded his head, and gave them an offering saying, “Take it and bury him....” 

They left laughing, but they were astonished when they found their friend had actually died. 

They tried to return the money asking the bishop for forgiveness. He forgave them but did 

not accept the money, telling them to bury their friend with it.  

His funeral was attended by approximately 25000 people, he was known worldwide. When 

he died he left a simple mattress, a pillow, a quilt, a wooden seat, a small bed and some old 

furniture. He owned basically nothing, and this was a trademark of his life.  

May his prayers be with us Amen  

 


