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St Mary the Virgin 
 

 
There is no woman about whom the prophets prophesied, and about whom the Holy Bible 

cared for, like the Virgin Mary. There are numerous symbols about her in the Old 

Testament. In the New Testament also, her biography, praise, and miracles are mentioned. 

But since different Churches differ on the greatness of the Virgin Mary, a small summary of 

the level of her greatness has been provided.  

The greatness of this Virgin 
 
The greatness of the Virgin has been decreed in the sacred ecumenical council of Ephesus, 
which was assembled in 431 AD. Two hundred bishops from the world were present. They 
formulated the prelude to the creed of the Christian Faith, in which it is cited: "We venerate 
you, O mother of the true Light, and we glorify you, O Saint Virgin Mother of God, because 
you gave birth for us to the Saviour of the world, who has come and delivered our souls". 
 
The reasons for this decree:  

 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law” (Gal 4:4) 
 
"For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed" (Luke 1:46) – This is the song 
of praise of a prophetess (Mary) who has received a supreme prophetic revelation, 
extending in time to all generations. If we examine the prophecy we find that it has indeed 
been fulfilled throughout the past two thousand years. The phrase, “henceforth all 
generations will call me blessed” is one of the most significant spoken by the Virgin, for it is 
unheard of for a prophet to say, “Henceforth all generations will call me blessed” 1 
 
"At Your right hand stands the queen" (Ps. 45:9) - That is why, many artists, when they 
draw the pictures of the Virgin, they put a crown on her head, and she appears in the image, 
on the right side of the Lord Christ. 
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"Rejoice, highly favoured one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women" (Luke 
1:28) – Archangel Gabriel announced this special blessing 
 
But why is it granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" (Luke 1:43) – 
probably the most evident proof of the greatness of the Virgin, and of her position in the 
sight of the Lord, is that when her mere greeting arrived to Elizabeth, the latter was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and her babe felt it and leaped in her womb for joy.2 
 
And again...  
 
"And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit" (Luke 1:41) - It is really an amazing 
greatness that her mere greeting makes Elizabeth filled with the Holy Spirit! Who is he 
among the saints, whose greeting caused another to be filled with the Holy Spirit?! But here 
is Elizabeth testifying and saying: "For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting 
sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy" (Luke 1:44). 
 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; 
therefore also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God" (Luke 1:35) - 
The only human being for whom the divine providence waited thousands of years, till He 
found her, and judged that she deserved that immense honour which the angel Gabriel 
explained.    
 
"Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all" (Prov. 31:29) - The Virgin excels 
all women in her eminence. The choice of her by the Lord, from among all the women of the 
world is good evidence of greatness. She is the only human being for whom the Lord God 
waited thousands of years for, until He found her, and judged that she deserved that 
immense honour which the angel Gabriel explained saying: “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore also, that Holy One who 
is to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). She has to be very, very, great.  
 
Life surrounded by miracles  
 
In the life of The Virgin, miracles begin before her birth, and continue after her death  
 

1. Her birth was a miracle from sterile parents, with an annunciation from the angel.  
2. The miracle of her betrothal, in a divine manner which determined who will take 

care for her. (This person was Joseph the Carpenter). 
3. The miracle of her conception of Christ while she is a virgin, and the continuation of 

her virginity after giving birth.  
4. The miracle during her visit to Elizabeth who, when she heard the voice of her 

greeting, the babe leaped for joy in her womb, and she was filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  

5. Innumerable miracles during her visit to Egypt, one of which is the fall of idols (Is. 
19:1).  
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6. The first miracle which the Lord did in Cana of Galilee happened through her 
request.  

7. The miracle of the dissolution of iron, and the deliverance of the apostle Matthias, 
happened through her intervention.  

8. The miracle of Christ receiving her soul, at the hour of her death. 
9. The miracle of the striking of the Jews by the Lord, when they wanted to attack her 

corpse after her death.  
10. The miracle of the ascent of her body to heaven.  
11. The miracles which happened everywhere by her hands, about  

which books were written.  
12. Her apparition in numerous places and especially her wonderful apparition in our 

churches in Zeitoun, and in Papadopoulo. Miracles are still happening everywhere, 
and will happen as a testimony to the honour of this saint. (There is media evidence 
for the apparition in Zeitoun).  

 
I think there is little doubt that Mary is the most loved and famous mother in all history. She 
is for all eternity the Virgin Saint Mary, the Theotokos, the Mother of God. St Mary was the 
sacred vessel whom the Lord has chosen to be born from. We can go even further and say 
that there is not a human being whom Christians have loved so much as our Lady the Virgin 
Mary.  
 
Contrasting various Church faiths on St Mary can be discussed at a later date. Also her 
virtues, such as humility, need to be discussed to fully understand the greatness of the 
Virgin Mary, but this is a start.  

 


