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Messianic Characteristics  
 

 

Can we reveal characteristics of the Messiah? Who is He to whom we long?  

When we identify to whom we long for, can we dare approach Him? 

 

Messianic characteristics 

 

- Is the pre-existent  redeemer of creation, having been hidden by God before time.  

 

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before 

the ages for our glory (1 Cor 2:7) 

 

Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according 

to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began (2 Tim 

1:9) 

 

In hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began (Tit 1:2) 

 

- Revealed as the eschatological judge and deliverer of Israel  

 

because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man 

whom He has ordained (Acts 17:31) 

 

in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 

(Rom 2:16) 

 

But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we 

shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. (Rom 14:10)  

 

- He is the Davidic King holding dominion over an everlasting kingdom 

 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give 

Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

His kingdom there will be no end. (Luke 1:31-33)  

 

Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to 

the flesh and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection from the dead. (Rom 1:3) 

 

- Inspired by the Spirit of God, deriving all authority and majesty from God Himself 
 

As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live 

because of Me. (John 6:57) 

 

The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells 

in Me does the works. (John 14:10) 
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But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 

proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. (John 15:26) 

 

And He said to them, It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in 

His own authority. (Acts 1:7) 

 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

(Rom 8:11) 

 

- Pure from sin 
 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. (Heb 

4:14-15) 

 

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you 

should follow His steps: Who committed no sin, (1 Pet 2:21-22) 

 

And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. (1 

John 3:5)  

 

- Ruling not in tyranny, but rather in sanctity  

 

The nations also will know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst 

forevermore. (Ezekiel 37:28) 

 

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside 

the gate. (Heb 13:12) 

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 

for many. 

 

- Having been anointed by God, being elevated as the Anointed  
 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good 

tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, To proclaim liberty to the 

captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; (Isa 61:8) 

 

For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 

with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together (Acts 4:27) 

 

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. (Acts 

10:38)  

 

 

 The description above is not an exhaustive list for messianic characteristics 
 



Daniel Ayad’s blog on Coptic Orthodoxy  Page 3 

We will speak briefly about approaching the Messiah 

 

It is not through study, nor analysis of the scriptures that we shall come to know Him, but 

through an incessant hope, a yearning to know Him
1

. He speaks such, and to such He is 

revealed. O God of Truth, the God of revelation, purify our hearts that we may dare to 

approach the mystery of the One:  

 

He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside, He came 

to those men who knew Him not...And to those who hearken to Him, whether they be 

wise or simple, he will reveal Himself in peace, the labours, the conflicts, the sufferings 

which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as an ineffable mystery, they shall 

learn in their own experience who He is.... 
2
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