
You shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water 

A tree is a living plant that is sustained by water. For a plant to sustain life it not only needs 
water, but also sunlight, fresh air and nutrients from the soil. If a plant lacks any of these, they 
will soon wilt, become sickly and die1. A plant needs to transport water and nutrients from its 
roots to its leaves, and needs to transport the glucose it produces out from the leaves to the 
cells that need food2. Thus water, among others is a key component to life.  
 
This water mentioned here is the living water, or the water of life. It is the living water of which 
the Lord told the Samaritan woman to drink, saying to her, “Whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting life” (Jn 4:14).  
 
Also remember “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water. But this He spoke concerning the Spirit whom those believing in Him would 
receive” (Jn 7: 38-39). The living water here symbolises the Holy Spirit. 
 
As water symbolises life, so does the word of God. “Having been born again, not of corruptible 
seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and bides forever” (1 Pet 1:23).  
 
Jesus is also living “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who 
believes in Me shall never thirst” (Jn 6:53). This effectively means that God is a living. “He is not 
the God of the dead, but the God of the living” (Mar 12:27).  
 
As a tree requires water to sustain life, we need the Holy Spirit of God to sustain us and allow 
our death to sin. “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him” (Rom 
6:6).  
 
Notice the Psalmist says rivers of water. Rivers of water is clean running water rather than the 
stagnant dirty water. It is the nourishing river that allows xylem cells to supply water to the leaf. 
The xylem carries water from the roots of the plant which absorb it from the surrounding soil3.   
 
Let us be like the tree planted by the rivers of water  
 
That brings forth its fruit in its season  
 
Specific types of vascular plants that have sufficient water, namely angiosperms, bring forth 
fruit in its season. Angiosperms always develop seeds inside the flower, the part that later 
becomes the fruit4.  Angiosperms are flowering plants that often show great beauty and colour, 
and give nutritious fruit.  
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A righteous believer is a fruitful tree. He will certainly give fruit because the juice of life runs in 
him since he is planted by the rivers of water. His ministry produces fruit; some hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty (Mt 13:23).   
 
He is peaceful “Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (Jas 
3: 18).  
 
He exhibits the fruit of the Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22-23).  
 
The righteous believer who shows these fruitful characteristics can enter the indescribable 
River of Life. “In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, 
which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month” (Rev 22:2).  
 
What a truly fruitful place this is…..  
 
What does it mean to bring forth its fruit in its season?  
 
First, I think it means it is always the right time or season to do good to all people. “Therefore, 
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household faith” 
(Gal 6:10). Doing good to others is an all day, all year event.  
 
We should not reserve the opportunity to do good for another time but act immediately. “Do 
not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do so. 
Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give it’ when you have it 
with you (Prov 3: 27-28). Neglecting this opportunity to do good to others may be harmful, and 
the opportunity could be lost.  
 
Second, I think it means that there is a time for everything in the suitable season, when the 
particular fruit is required. Ecclesiastes chapter three says that there is “a time to weep, and a 
time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance….a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak”.   
 
You can’t rejoice with those who are weeping, and similarly you can’t weep with those who are 
rejoicing. If you are suffering you need the fruit of patience and longsuffering. If you are being 
sworn at and offended you need the fruit of gentleness and self-control. If you are suffering 
persecution you need the fruit of faithfulness …… and so on.  
 
Interestingly fruits of trees are taken by other living organisms rather than the tree itself.  
 
The root of a tree extends in the soil and absorbs food and water, and the stem rises up with 
the juice to the branches, the fruits and the leaves. The tree endures heat, cold and winds in 



order to give the benefit of its fruit to others. Its fruit is not for itself but for others. All its 
labour is to feed others, to make them happy and satisfied5.  
 
We take a lesson from the tree for it always gives, it lives to give.  
 
The question is, are we a fruitful tree? If we do produce fruit when do we produce it, and to 
what quantity?  
 
Let us not be like the hypocrites which are symbolised by the fig tree that bore no fruit. Let us 
not be accursed. Let us demonstrate the fruitful characteristics of the Spirit and God. Let us not 
be apostates, abandoning the faith. “These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with 
you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the 
winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulling up by the roots” (Jud 1: 12-13).  
 
Let us strive as much as possible to be the tree that brings forth fruit in its season  
 
We hope to present the final contemplation next time  
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