
Whose leaf also shall not wither  

Leaves are a plant’s chemical factory and its lungs. Photosynthesis, the process of a plant 

obtaining food energy, occurs mainly in the leaves, and so does respiration. A range of 

chemicals is produced in them and gas exchange happens there1. 

Photosynthesis takes place mainly in a plant’s leaves. Most leaves are broad and flat and are 

positioned so that their surface is roughly horizontal. This allows maximum exposure to any 

sunlight that falls on them2. The structure of a leaf contains special features that help them 

carry out photosynthesis and to minimise water loss.  

The leaf is a critical part of a plant, so critical that absence of leaves shows evidence of a dying 

or dead tree. Limited chemical reactions occur to produce glucose, a strong energy source, and 

it no longer has correct respiration.  

Woe to the tree with no leaves as it is no longer alive! It is struggling for its survival every day!  

Those who forsake the Lord have leaves that wither. “Those who forsake the Lord shall be 

consumed. For they shall be ashamed of the terebinth trees Which you have desired; And you 

shall be embarrassed because of the gardens Which you have chosen. For you shall be as a 

terebinth whose leaf fades, And as a garden that has no water” (Isa 1:28-30)  

And again to the wicked the Lord says “I will surely consume them, says the Lord. No grapes 

shall be on the vine, Nor figs on the fig tree, And the leaf shall fade; And the things I have given 

them shall pass away from them” (Jer 8:13)  

When our leaves wither it is a warning sign that we are dying. We need to keep as many leaves 
as possible for energy and breathing. The more leaves that wither the harder it is to survive in 
the brutally harsh environment. We lose our weapons of defense and make it easier for more 
leaves to wither.    
 
But “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord. For he shall be like a 
tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat 
comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease 
from yielding fruit” (Jer 17:7)  
 
Wow, Jeremiah seems to have an exact parallel to Psalm 1. The man who hopes in the Lord 
shall be like a tree planted by the waters, and its leave will be green, and it will not cease from 
yielding fruit!  
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The bible says we should hope in the Lord, but I don’t think it is always easy to hope for what 
we do not see, especially during times of tribulation. But we should never, ever despair because 
God still loves us no matter how many mistakes we have made. He is the God of second 
chances, and third chances, fourth ….and so on.   
 
In fact there is even hope for a tree that is cut down and has lost all its leaves. “For there is hope 
for a tree, If it is cut down, that it will sprout again, And that its tender shoots will not cease” 
(Job 14:7). We can rebuild our lives even when we have hit rock bottom.  
 
“Though its root may grow old in the earth, And its stump may die in the ground, Yet at the 
scent of water it will bud And bring forth branches like a plant” (Job 14:8). This is quite an 
interesting verse. A part of the tree has died, its stump, but the root is still holding, though 
shaken it may be. Once the scent of water is present it will bud and bring forth branches like a 
plant. Wow! Just the scent, just the smell, just the odor is enough to bring forth living branches 
like a plant without even the actual liquid water itself.  
 
Imagine the budding when we drink the water that never thirsts…..  
 
The righteous believers are like trees always green, with leaves that give beauty and splendor 
to the tree. The leaves produce fruit and do not wither, and a tree full of leaves provides shade 
and comfort to all people and animals that come near it.   
 
Whatever he does shall prosper  
 
The righteous prosper and succeed in life in whatever they do. It is success in general, whether 
material or spiritual, but especially spiritual.  
 
The righteous Joseph was a successful man in general. “The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
successful man”, “the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper” (Gen 
39:2, 23).  
 
Countless people have prospered in the bible; Daniel, Abraham’s servant, Joshua, Job after a 
long battle…..  
 
Failure or unsuccessfulness is likened to the withering of the leaves. If you fail in something, do 
examine yourself. See whether such failure is due to a fault, to negligence or misconduct, or 
due to outer war beyond your control. Try always to prosper in every work you do, to do every 
work honestly, carefully, seriously and with good conscience3.  
 
The principal rule is that the righteous are successful and prosper in whatever they do.  
 
 

                                                           
3
 H.H Pope Shenouda, Contemplations on some Psalms of the Matin Prayer, pg 38, (1997)  



The ungodly are not so  
 

The ungodly are not prosperous and successful like the righteous. The success meant here is 
almost certainly the spiritual success or the true success, for there is false or temporal success.  
  
“Do not envy the success of sinners, for you do not know what their end will be like” (Sirach 
9:11)  
 
“Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treacherously? 
(Jer 12:1)  
 
Why do the ungodly prosper? Those who take bribes, behave with hypocrisy, lie, deceive and 
act cruelly4?  
 
No doubt they prosper only in temporal or false success, but not spiritually. Their souls are 
destroyed and broken down.  
 
King Solomon describes it brilliantly in Ecclesiastes 2 “I built myself houses, and planted myself 
vineyards. I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. I 
made myself water pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove. I acquired male 
and female servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater possessions of herds 
and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me. I also gathered for myself silver and gold 
and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces……And indeed all was vanity and 
grasping for the wind”.  
 
All of these possessions and servants he had were false success compared to the everlasting 
life. King Solomon was the wisest person and realised that besides the spiritual success, all is 
vanity.  
 
Let us not envy the ungodly for their false success  
 

But are like the chaff which the wind drives away  
 
The ungodly are like the chaff rather than the tree planted by the rivers of water. Chaff are thin 

dry bracts or scales,  leaflike or scalelike plant part, usually small, sometimes showy or brightly 

colored, and located just below a flower, a flower stalk, or an inflorescence5. 
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A chaff has many similes’:  
 

- An idol image; “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed 
together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried 
them away so that no trace of them was found” (Dan 2:35)  

- The wicked; “They are like straw before the wind, And like chaff that a storm carries 
away” (Job 21:18) 

- Those who aim to bring dishonour, shame, and hurt to the righteous (Psalm 35:5)  
- “Who justify the wicked for a bribe, And take away justice from the righteous man! 

 Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble, And the flame consumes the chaff, So their 
root will be as rottenness, And their blossom will ascend like dust; Because they have 
rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel” 
(Isaiah 5:23)  

- Much more  
 

The righteous are likened to wheat, whereas the ungodly are likened to chaff. “The prophet 
who has a dream, let him tell a dream; And he who has My word, let him speak My word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? says the Lord.” (Jer 23:28)  
 
Wheat is a grass, and thus a living plant. Wheat or a tree is well fixed in the ground, whereas a 
handful of chaff is poorly secured, small and carried by the wind and driven away from the 
earth! Wheat is secure, strong, and resilient. Actually grass even has great resilience to fire. 
Despite a widespread bushfire the grass may still be strong enough to grow back and flourish!  
 
Let us be like the stable tree, rooted in firm ground and likened to wheat, rather than the small 
weak chaff which is driven away by the wind.  
 
The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment  
 
The judgment here does not mean the general resurrection, for the bible says, “all who are in 
the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the resurrection 
of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation” (Jn 5:28-29)  
 
The words “the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment” mean that they will not dare stand in 
the presence of God, being very ashamed and not able to justify themselves before the divine 
justice. The words may also mean that none of those ungodly will stay standing in the presence 
of God on that Day, for God will say to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!” (Mt 7:23). They will not be able to stand in the congregation of the 
righteous6.  
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Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knows the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish 
 

The Lord doesn’t want anyone to perish. “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance.” (2 Pet 3:9) 
 
However the ungodly will unfortunately perish “But these, like natural brute beasts made to be 
caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in 
their own corruption, and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it 
pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own 
deceptions while they feast with you, having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from 
sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed 
children. They have forsaken the right way and gone astray” (2 Pet 2:12-15)  
 
Lord help us follow the way of the righteous and avoid the end of the ungodly …  
 
 
This concludes our contemplation on Psalm 1; I hope it was helpful contemplation.  
 
We are almost there; we only have 149 Psalms left to contemplate on!  
 


