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Personal responsibility 

 

Everybody is personally responsible for themselves. A person 
may be influenced by others, but the responsibility stops 
with the individual, in the end. The book of Ezekiel portrays 
this very clearly.  
 
The word of the Lord came again to me, saying: Son of man, 
when a land sins against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, I 
will stretch out My hand against it; I will cut off its supply of 
bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. 
Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, 
they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness,” 
says the Lord God. (Ezek 14: 12-14) 

 
If the vast majority of the land is persistently unfaithful to the Lord it will be judged against 
them. The unfaithful cannot depend on the few righteous men for deliverance. They will 
experience famine and hardship, and not be saved. 
 
Likewise the righteous cannot deliver their sons and daughters, “even though these three men 
(Noah, Daniel and Job) were in it, as I live,” says the Lord God, “they would deliver neither sons 
nor daughters; only they would be delivered, and the land would be desolate……they would 
deliver only themselves by their righteousness.” (Ezek 14: 16, 20)   
 
Therefore the unfaithful cannot depend on the righteous for deliverance; the righteous can 
only deliver themselves.   
 
The personal responsibility of man is expanded in chapter 18, “Behold, all souls are Mine; the 
soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins shall die. But if a man 
is just and does what is lawful and right; if he has not eaten on the mountains, nor lifted up his 
eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, nor defiled his neighbour’s wife, nor approached a 
woman during her impurity; if he has not oppressed anyone, but has restored to the debtor his 
pledge; has robbed no one by violence, but has given his bread to the hungry and covered the 
naked with clothing; if he has not exacted usury nor taken any increase, but has withdrawn his 
hand from iniquity and executed true judgment between man and man; if he has walked in My 
statutes and kept My judgments faithfully – He is just; He shall surely live!” says the Lord God. 
(Ezek 18: 5-9)  
 
Man has to be personally responsible for his righteousness, and he cannot rely on others if he is 
irresponsible.  
 



Daniel Ayad’s blog - danielayad.wordpress.com  Page 2 

We are not disregarding the influence parents have on a man’s life. A righteous household 
increases the possibility of righteousness, and a wicked household increases the possibility of 
wickedness. But the circumstances under which man lives, whether good or bad, would not 
commit him to follow either of them1. Many children love wickedness despite the 
righteousness of their parents, and conversely many children love righteousness despite the 
wickedness of their parents.  
 
Ezekiel 18 presents us with four examples; a wicked son to a righteous father, a righteous son 
to a wicked father, a righteous who diverted to wickedness, and a wicked who diverted to 
righteousness.  
 
A wicked son born to a righteous father cannot depend on his father’s righteousness for 
deliverance. He will not live as he is the opposite of a righteous man, committing many 
transgressions (see Ezek 18: 10-13). 
  
A righteous son will not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. His father though, 
“as for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, robbed his brother by violence, and did what is 
not good among his people; behold, he shall die for his iniquity” (Ezek 18: 18).  
 
God is always open to man turning from his sins. “If a wicked man turns from all his sins which 
he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; 
he shall not die” (Ezek 18:21). None of his transgressions will be remembered against him, no 
matter how great, because of the righteousness he has done.  
 
God does not have any pleasure that the wicked should die. The Lord is “not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3: 9).  
 
While God opens the door of hope for the wicked, He also warns the righteous to be steadfast 
till the end. “But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits 
iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All 
the righteousness, which he has done shall not be remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of 
which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them he shall die” (Ezek 
18:24)  
 
Probably the relationship between the righteous and the wicked is best summarised as “the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon himself” (Ezek 18: 20).  
 
God is impartial; the soul of the father is like that of the son2. If any man acts righteously, father 
or son, he will live.  Thus everybody has a personal responsibility for their actions.    

                                                           
1
 Fr Tadros Malaty, A patristic commentary on Ezekiel, pg 167, 2003  

 
2
 Ibid 
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