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Ezekiel’s wife 

 

We do not know a lot about Ezekiel. Despite the 
book of Ezekiel containing 48 chapters, very little 
detail is given about his personal life. One of the 
few things that we do know is that he was married 
and his wife died, and this passage is rather 
interesting.   
 
“Son of man, behold, I take away from you the 
desire of your eyes with one stroke; yet you shall 
 neither mourn nor weep, nor shall your tears run 
down. Sigh in silence, make no mourning for  
the dead; bind your turban on your head, and put 
your sandals on your feet; do not cover your  
lips, and do not eat man’s bread of sorrow.” Sigh in 
silence, make no mourning for the dead;  
bind your turban on your head, and put your 
sandals on your feet; do not cover your lips, and do  
not eat man's bread of sorrow." (Ezek 24: 16-17) 

 
Clearly, the divine command came to Ezekiel that his wife would die. God said that he would 

take away from him the desire of his eyes with one stroke.   

But what follows is more interesting: “yet you shall neither mourn nor weep, nor shall your tears 

run down. Sigh in silence, make no mourning for the dead.”  (16) 

Are you serious…..Ezekiel shall not mourn or weep, and he can only sigh in silence? He is not 

even allowed to be vocal!  

Ezekiel has it tough, yet he handles the situation with God. “I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 

the God of my salvation.” (Hab 3:18)  

A person’s true joy is salvation through God, and nothing, even the worst of atrocities can take 

this away. Ezekiel shows how this is done despite the difficulty, and we can only admire his 

attitude and deep spirituality.  

But surely showing how Ezekiel was able to move on with the death of his wife in a calm and 

joyful manner is not the main message. There must be something beyond this, as mourning and 

weeping are a natural human emotion to death, and the bible certainly does not condemn 

mourning and weeping, “Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.” (Matt 5: 4)   
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The next section shows the spiritual message:  

So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died; and the next morning I  
did as I was commanded. And the people said to me, "Will you not tell us what these things  
signify to us, that you behave so?" Then I answered them, "The word of the Lord came to me,  
saying, 'Speak to the house of Israel, "Thus says the Lord God: 'Behold, I will profane My  
sanctuary, your arrogant boast, the desire of your eyes, the delight of your soul; and your sons  
and daughters whom you left behind shall fall by the sword. 
And you shall do as I have done; you shall not cover your lips nor eat man's bread of sorrow. 
Your turbans shall be on your heads and your sandals on your feet; you shall neither mourn nor  
weep, but you shall pine away in your iniquities and mourn with one another. Thus Ezekiel is a  
sign to you; according to all that he has done you shall do; and when this comes, you shall know  
that I am the Lord God.' " 
'And you, son of man--will it not be in the day when I take from them their stronghold, their joy  
and their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which they set their minds, their sons and  
their daughters: on that day one who escapes will come to you to let you hear it with your ears;  
on that day your mouth will be opened to him who has escaped; you shall speak and no longer  
be mute. Thus you will be a sign to them, and they shall know that I am the Lord.' “(Ezek 24: 18- 
27) 
 
Ezekiel is told to proclaim that his wife would die; as if to proclaim that the people of Judah will 

die in their sins. It is a horrible portrait of the coming destruction of the people – God’s beloved 

bride – with nobody to mourn for her or shed a tear because of the deadly grief. The tongue 

will stop talking, the tears will dry up; and man will be swallowed up by inner sorrow, and 

would become as though spellbound1.  

Ezekiel made no mourning for his wife. As in Jerusalem there was nobody who cared to cry for 

those killed and cast away or to shed a tear on them. As to binding the turban, putting on the 

sandals, and not covering the lips; all those were a sign that there is no more way to remain in 

the house to grieve. Everyone should get out and escape. Nobody should mourn for the dead. 

His wife died by the night in the dark; a sign of their being unprepared for those events, despite 

the continuous divine warnings through His prophets….2 

Lord help us to avoid this funeral with no tears….  
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