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There is one vice of which no man in 

the world is free from. This vice is 

the greatest of all sins, and is 

effectively the mother of all sins, 

though many would try and 

downgrade the seriousness of this 

vice. This great sin is pride, and 

everybody loathes pride when they 

see it.  

Pride is a difficult sin to speak 

about, and it is such a huge sin that 

a short post will do injustice to 

cover it. We cannot speak at length 

about pride, but we can attempt to grasp the seriousness of pride.  

In my short lifespan I have seldom come across people who actually say that they are proud. 

They may admit some of their faults, e.g. having a short fuse, lusting, but few actually accuse 

themselves of being proud. Certainly though, there are some people who flat out admit that 

they are proud and any other way than theirs means you are taking the highway home. 

Regardless of whether proud people admit it, this vice makes a man more unpopular than any 

other fault, and a person that is proud despises other people anyway.  

So how do you know if you are proud? Here are a couple of ways that I think you can know 

(from personal experience of course!):  

 How do you feel when other people snub you, or refuse to take notice of you, or 

patronise you – if you feel anger and dislike …….. you are on the pride road.   

 How do you feel when you lose out – i.e. somebody is more popular then you, 

somebody is smarter than you, somebody is richer than you …….. etc. If you feel anger 

and dislike …….. you are on the pride road. 

 
Pride is a sin based on competition. Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, but only 
out of having more of it than the next man1. When we say that somebody is proud of his 
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achievements, he isn’t proud of the achievements themselves but rather proud when he has 
more achievements than somebody else. If everybody had the same achievements, then there 
is nothing to be proud about. It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being 
above the rest2. So if there is equality or no competition, pride cannot exist.  
 
Imagine when Adam was alone and if he became so proud of having dominion over the 
animals. Who will he compare this dominion with…..? He couldn’t be proud of this 
‘achievement’ as there was nobody else who had less.  
 
Perhaps the above illustration is poor so think about the following.  Look at the fall of Adam and 
Eve. The serpent said to Eve to eat from the fruit by a comparison. “For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
(Gen 3:5).  
 
You see the serpent compared Eve to God. The serpent was making the comparison from a 
human to God in order to elevate a human to God. It is as if the serpent was saying to Eve “Do 
you really think that God is telling the truth and that He is above you? You are equal to Him and 
deserve to know good and evil as you are as important as God”. Certainly Eve became proud in 
her thinking and that is one of the reasons she ate from the fruit.  
 
To emphasise that pride is based on competitiveness; take for example billionaires who want 
more money. Their wealth is staggering, and they do not need more money for a logical reason. 
They do not need better food and drink, a better house or a better holiday. They want more 
money because they are greedy, and the greed is driven by pride to be richer than some other 
rich man and to have more power. This greed is applicable to all people who are unhappy with 
their salaries and are anxious for a pay rise. Do you really think they need a pay rise, or does 
pride drive them?  
 
More on pride next time  
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