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A person who is proud maintains his 
superiority over others, including 
God Himself. If you fail to 
acknowledge that in God you come 
up against something which is in 
every respect immeasurably 
superior to yourself – you do not 
know God at all1. Thus a proud man 
does not know God, and is always 
looking down on others.  
 
God resists the proud, as it is says 
very clearly in the first book of Peter 
5:5. He is above and if you are 
proud you can only look down. You 
can never be proud and have a 

relationship with God, He will continually resist you. 
 
Let’s be quite clear. You are a mere human being who was created out of dust…. and you shall 
return to dust when you die. You are nothing…. on your own. It is God who creates something 
out of nothing, and fundamentally you are even less than nothing. But God cares for you 
deeply. You are made in God’s image and all your hairs are numbered!  
 
To understand how small you are, you need to know yourself. You need to know that you are a 
sinner. “There is none righteous, no, not one” Rom 3:10, and “He who is without sin among you, 
let him throw a stone at her first” (John 8:7), and “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Rom 3:23). You sin just like me. You have hidden sins just like me. You fall down again 
and again just like me.  
 
A proud person will not admit defeat. He will not admit the need for help and depend on 
himself, and this destroys him. This spiritual cancer of failing to know oneself will mean that this 
person fails to know God, and this is exactly what the devil wants.  
 
I would like to speak about the story of Naaman here. I think he is a great fit for our story of 
pride. “Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and honorable 
man in the eyes of his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria” (1 Kings 5:1). 
Naaman was a man of great authority and respect. He was the leader of the army and valued by 
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the king. He is like the secretary of state today. “He was a mighty man of valor, but a leper” (v 
2). He was a big man, but he had a big disease – leprosy.  
 
Naaman looked like he had everything together. He was popular, respected, valued, loved by 
men, but he had a deadly disease. I think that many of us can relate to Naaman, except instead 
of leprosy we have sin as our deadly disease.  
 
To Naaman’s credit he wanted to get healed and listened to advice to see the righteous 
prophet Elisha for healing. “Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the 
door of Elisha’s house. And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying ‘Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean.” (v 9-10)  
 
Upon hearing this Naaman became furious. He was saying ‘I travelled all this way to see Elisha 
and get healed and you send a messenger saying go wash in the Jordan seven times’. I don’t 
even get to see Elisha, and I could wash in better waters in my home country Israel “Are not the 
Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not 
wash in them and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage” (v 12). His pride got the 
better of him and he gave up on this advice.  
 
How many people are stubborn, unwilling to listen to advice?  
 
How many people are stubborn, unwilling to change their belief despite the overwhelming 
evidence for the correct belief?  
 
How many people think that they know-it-all, and say their way is the only way?   
 
The story doesn’t end there though, and Naaman’s servants come to his rescue “And his 
servants came near and spoke to him, and said, “My father; if the prophet had told you to do 
something great, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, 
‘Wash, and be clean’?” (v 13).  
 
Naaman humbled himself and listened to this advice. His flexibility and understanding of his 
weak self lead him to accept the advice of his servants. “So he went down and dipped seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like 
the flesh of a little child, and he was clean” (v 14).  
 
Naaman obeyed wholeheartedly in the end. If he didn’t, he wouldn’t have dipped seven times. 
He had to depend on God (through the prophet); otherwise he wouldn’t have been healed.  
 
We too need this Godly dependence. We need it at all times, so that we can be healed of sin 
and the spiritual cancer of pride.  
 


